Staff Report

Date:  August 2013
To: Devens Enterprise Commission
From: Peter Lowitt, Director and Neil Angus, Environmental Planner

RE: Quarterly Development Updates

PREVIOUSLY PERMITTED PROJECTS:

New England Studios: MJM Development is nearing completion on their 4 sound stages, office and mill building
project that when finished will include over 146,000 square feet of new buildings. The sound stages are complete
and interior office and mill building fit up continues. Construction of the recently permitted second mill building is
now underway with the foundation and structural steel frame complete. The guard house is also under construction
and paving, curbing and perimeter security fencing have commenced, with landscaping and final site grading and
stormwater |mprovements to follow. The developer is targeting a mid-September completion date.

Mill building #1 to the rear of sound stages. ) ‘Structural steel erected for mill building #2

Erosion and sediment controls around the movie studio site continue to be maintained and are functioning
effectively. The Developer is currently in the process of securing control of the Sherman Square property which will
provide satellite parking if necessary. Upgrades to bring the Sherman Square parking lot up to standard
(landscaping, lighting and shuttle bus stop) are expected to be completed by the end of October.
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Citizens Energy (EBZ) Solar Farm off Walker Road: Construction was completed this past winter and the 3MW
ground-mounted solar photovoltaic farm is complete and fully operational. The system consists of 12,090 individual
solar photovoltaic panels and the utility interconnection runs to the Devens wastewater treatment plant, supplying
the Devens grid with clean, renewable energy. In their first six months of operation EBZ Solar produced 1,964,308
Kilowatt hours, which equates to 3.07% of the energy supplied to Devens electric utility customers. To date, this
solar farm has generated 2,418,000 Kilowatt hours of electricity i avoiding 1,451 tons of carbon emissions in the
atmosphere. It would take more than 213,529 gallons of gasoline to produce this much energy. Perimeter fencing
and privacy screening has been installed around the panels with additional plantings along Walker and Hazen
Roads to aid in screening the view from Walker Road. The old unsightly barbed wire perimeter fencing (remnants of
the former military operations) along Walker and Hazen Roads has also been removed.

Emergency sign and screening at entrance.

Devens Sustainable Housing Project i
Single Family Homes on Cavite &
Adams St. and Multi-Family Homes on
Bates and Cavite: Construction is
complete and all 8 single family homes
and 12 multi-family homes are sold. The
only remaining work is the public sidewalk
and street trees in front of the 8 single
family homes, in addition to stabilization of
excess soil in adjacent open space areas.
The large solar arrays on the single family
homes continue to provide most
homeowners with a surplus of energy
which is fed back into the Devens grid.
Devens utilities net-metering policy allows
homeowners to receive credit on their
utility bill for any excess electricity

generated. This project was featured in [l
the March 2013 issue of Solar Today el

the house consumed In a 12-menth period —

magazine. Read the full article here: Bt ilattig

more than 30,000 miles.

Cavite Street Park: MassDevelopment is putting the finishing
touches on a small pocket park at the corner of Bates Street and
Cavite Street This park contains a stonedust path, rain gardens
and benches and is in an ideal location close to the existing
residences on Auman and Bates Streets, as well as directly
across from the Transitions
Net-Zero energy single family and multi-family homes.



http://www.devenscommunity.com/sites/default/files/downloads/SOLARTODAY_march2013.pdf
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US Fish and Wildlife Visitor Contact Station:
The education pavilion is now complete and the
upper portion of the site was recently paved.
Composting toilets are in and the stone dust
trail leading to an outdoor amphitheater is in
back of the education pavilion. The final course
of pavement still needs to be laid but the porous
concrete is in and working very well (ponding on
the hot asphalt paving after rain but no ponding
on the cooler porous concrete parking area).
On a hot day, the difference in temperature on
the asphalt vs. the porous concrete can be as
much as 30 degrees i another example of how
this site will be a great sustainable development
demonstration project - showing how this
techniqgue can aid in stormwater as well as
urban heat island mitigation. Other sustainable
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USFWS visitor contact station and parking. Pervious concrete parking area
leading to composting toilets and the education pavilion.

design features include reclaimed wood used in the building construction, waterless composting toilets, biofiltration
landscape islands and green roofs. An educational welcome kiosk will also have a series of panels which will
display information on the Oxbow National Wildlife Refuge, local trails and also information on Devens and how its
redevelopment efforts are integrating the natural and built environment.

The lower portion of the site (the canoe launch parking
and canoe launch/river access walkway) is still under
construction. The entire project is expected to be
completed this fall. Due to budget cuts, the wildlife
observation platform was cut from the project however
the canoe launch access walkway still provides a nice
elevated view of the Nashua River.

Sight line improvements along Hospital Road to
facilitate safe access in and out of the canoe launch
parking area are now underway as well. These sight
line improvements will eliminate the need for an
internal road to connect the Visitors Center Parking
and Canoe parking and allow for both right and left
turns out of the canoe parking area. The area has
been clear cut and the stumps removed and excess
material is being relocated to USFWS property on the
Shirley side of the Nashua River just off of Perimeter
Road in Devens.
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USFWS canoe launch/Nashua River access and wildlife observation
platform off of Hospital Road
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Sight line improvements along Hospital Road i trees removed and slope being cut back to provide safer view for both vehicles travelling down
Hospital Road as well as those entering and exiting the new canoe launch parking area i August 2013.



August 2013 Quarterly Staff Report

Nashoba Valley Regional Dispatch Center: The new -‘f" #:» ~
Regional 911 Emergency Communications Dispatch “‘-3
Center is now open and in full operation at 270 Barnum -
Road. The Devens Fire Department and Massachusetts
State Police now dispatch from this location. Contact
information is as follows:

Nathan Kenney, Executive Director
Nashoba Valley Regional Dispatch District
PO Box 2171

270 Barnum Road

Devens, MA 01434

Main: 978-772-1900

Direct: 978-772-1998
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This Regional 911 Emergency Communications Dispatch Center serves the communities of Lunenburg, Lancaster,
Harvard and Devens and is another good example of adaptive building reuse, shared services and regional
cooperation that the Devens Reuse Plan encourages i for the benefit of Devens and the surrounding towns.

Columbia Tech 1 45 Saratoga Boulevard: Ryerson Steel recently leased a
portion of their space to Columbia Tech i a subsidiary of of Coughlin
Companies out of Worcester. Columbia Tech is a contract manufacturer of
printed circuit boards, electromechanical sub-assemblies, pneumatic and air-
interface products, power distribution and control assemblies, large systems
and machinery, as well as automation equipment, test equipment and other
complex modules used in many industries including homeland security,
military, alternative energy, semiconductor, LED, medical and digital imaging.
Their occupancy required only minor site improvements to accommodate this
light manufacturing/assembly operation.

Comrex Electric Vehicle Charging Station i Pine
Street: An electrical permit was
recently issued to Comrex in order
to accommodate the installation of
Devens first electric vehicle charging
station. BMS and New England
Studios will soon follow suit and be
installing dedicated electric vehicle
parking spaces and chargers.
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JP Sullivan Apple Storage Facility Expansion i 50 Barnum Road: Construction has commenced on this
outdoor storage area on two (2) acres adjacent to the existing J.P. Sullivan apple packing and shipping facility in
Ayer. The expansion into Devens was approved by the DEC back in March of this year. The project involves
clearing and re-grading approximately 1.2 acres of existing lightly wooded land to store apple crates that have been
filled at the adjacent facility and are awaiting shipping. During the offseason, the area will store the empty crates.
The existing site contains a small amount of flood plain, abuts a slope resource area and a large wetland system
associated with Cold Spring Brook. The site has been cleared and stumped and grading is expected to commence
shortly. As per the approved plans, the Applicant has left a buffer of existing vegetation between Cold Spring Brook
and the storage area as well as between Barnum Road and the proposed storage area to aid in screening the site
from Barnum Road.

Cleared area for apple crate storage (looking north into Ayer) Buffer between Cold Spring Bk. & storage area(looking east into Harvard)

Sign Permits: a number of businesses have erected new sighage. Two that were approved by the Commission
i nclude NB +epantrsignfand tme Great American Grill sign on the Hilton Garden Hotel. These signs
required full Commission approval due to multi-tenant signs not being allowed as-of-right in the Rail, Industrial and
Trade Related Uses District (NB Kenny) and the Applicant Great American Grill requesting a larger sign due to their
setback from Jackson Road. Both signs are in scale with the development:

Other new signs that met the sign regulations and were administratively approved include Quiet Logistics on
Saratoga Boulevard, Parker Charter on Antietam Street, and North Middlesex Savings Bank in Devens Common:



